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K9 SECURITY PROGRAM

About HonorHealth’s K-9
Security Teams

You'll find HonorHealth's K-9 security teams at each
of our six Valley-wide medical centers. The dogs are
generally German Shepherds or Belgian Malinois.

Not every dog meets our high standards. Testing
selection is done by the K-9 Supervisors/Trainers.
Dogs are 15 months to two years of age and

all commands are given in a foreign language,
preventing any possibility that a dog might
inadvertently obey English commands spoken by a
bystander.

The selection process includes a week of testing,
socialization and environmental awareness in

a hospital atmosphere, including loud noises,
obedience and deterrent testing. Unlike security dogs
in some other healthcare systems, HonorHealth's
security dogs do not wear muzzles.

K-9 handlers and their dogs learn to become an
effective K-9 security team during an intense, six-week
K-9 academy at HonorHealth. The academy includes
class time as well as practical field training on National
Police Canine Association (NPCA) Obedience training
and NPCA Handler Protection training.

At the end of the six-week academy, all K-9 teams
must pass the NPCA Post AZ Standard Certification.
These are the same standards used by all police
agencies.

HonorHealth's K-9 Program requires training two

days per week. That includes practical training that
incorporates working in a hospital environment, stress
obedience with decoy, deterrent K-9 training, escorts
with the K-9 and all potential hospital scenarios.

HonorHealth Foundation is grateful for your
transformational investment in our community
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“"There have been multiple
occasions where departments
have called upon K-9 Brady

to help the nursing staff

decompress from extremely
stressful situations. ICU, CVICU,
Triage and the ER have had Brady
help them de-stress. It takes
about 15 minutes of having Brady
in their presence for the staff to
decompress and continue their
shift with a smile on their faces.
Itis such a good feeling walking

away from them knowing that

Brady made their day.”

—ROBIN TEED
HonorHealth K-9 Supervisor




